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FRAGMENTS OF A JOURNAL KEPT BY SAMUEL 
FOULKE, OF BUCKS COUNTY, 

While a Member of the Colonial Assembly op Pennsylvania, 
1762-3-4. 

CONTRIBUTED BY HOWASD M. JENKINS. 

[The following fragments are part of a Journal kept by Samuel Foulke, 
of Richland, while a member of the Colonial Assembly. He served in that 
body eight years (1761-8), and was an active and useful member. 1 His 
journal, as far as it is preserved, gives a more animated description of the 
Assembly's proceedings than the necessarily brief and formal records kept 
by the clerks, and preserved for our inspection in the official " Votes of the 
Assembly." It must be regretted, therefore, that the fragments which are 
now printed, covering portions of the years 1762-3-4, and which probably 
formed part of a carefully kept and continuous journal, covering the whole 
eight years of Samuel's service, are all that are now known to be in existence. 

Samuel Foulke was the grandson of Edward Foulke, who settled at 
Gwynedd, in Montgomery County, with other colonists from Merimetholine, 
North Wales, in the autumn of 1698. 2 Edward's son Hugh removed from 
Gwynedd to Kichland (Quakertown), Bucks County, and Samuel and John 
were his sons. Samuel was born 12th month 4th, 1718, and died 1st 
month 21st, 1797. He was a member of the Society of Friends, and as the 
Journal indicates, looked at public affairs from that standpoint, though the 
concluding paragraphs show that he warmly sympathized with the colonial 
feeling of independence, and could not contentedly submit to what he re- 
garded as the Proprietary encroachments, even though they might be repre- 
sented by the grandson of William Penn. His activity as a Friend is 



Upon his retirement, he was succeeded by John Foulke, his elder brother, 
who served continuously from 1769 until the outbreak of the Revolu- 
tion, 1775. 

2 Edward Foulke was the progenitor of the large family of that name in 
eastern Pennsylvania. The genealogical record which he left (including an 
account of his removal to America) is preserved by many of the name, and 
has been once or twice privately published, besides being inserted in the 
3d volume of Comlys' " Friends' Miscellany." In it he shows his descent 
from " Eerid Blaidd, of the Pool, who was Lord of Penllyn, one of the 
northern divisions of Wales." This genealogy, written by Edward Foulke 
in Welsh, was translated in the form in which it is now found, by Samuel 
Foulke, the author of the Journal here given. 
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particularly referred to in the obituary notice concerning him, 1 which states 
that " at the first establishment of Bichland monthly meeting, he was ap- 
pointed clerk thereof, in which service he continued about thirty-seven years; 
and nearly thirty years served as clerk to the meeting of ministers and 
elders." From this statement it appears that he must have been made 
" clerk" soon after becoming of age, for during the Revolution he was one of 
those Friends of Richland who were " disowned" by the Society for showing 
too much active sympathy with the war, his participancy, however, being 
confined, it is said, to the taking of the oath of allegiance to the Colony as 
against the sovereignty of Great Britain. (Others of his family took a mo 
active part on the Revolutionary side, and were also disowned. 2 ) 

The first entry, owing to the loss of the preceding page of the Journal, 
is incomplete and without date, but a reference to the votes of the Assembly 
shows it to have been made on September 7, 1762. The adjournment in 
order that the members might be at home " at Seed-Time" recalls the primi- 
tive habits of Pennsylvania's legislators a hundred and nineteen years ago.] 

.... would be most convenient for them to be at home 
about their . . . affairs, it being Seed Time. The House 
readily agreed to Adjourn to the 20th Instant. 

September 2Qth. — In the Evening the House met pursuant 
to their Adjournment, Sent a Message to ye Governor 3 to 
acquaint him thereof, & to Enquire if he had any business to 
Communicate. 

21sl. — The Governor sent Down to the House a written 
Account of the late Treaty Held at Lancaster with the 
Western & Northern Indians, together with a written Mes- 
sage relating & referring to sd. Treaty. 4 

Friends' Miscellany, vol. iii. p. 16. 
8 The obituary adds : " He was a man who from his youth had his mind 

impressed with the love of religion and religious meetings In 

civil life, his invariable wishes and endeavors were to cultivate peace and 
benevolence among men ; and though his inclination would have led him to 
a life of retirement, which he ever deemed the most desirable, yet he yielded 
to the solicitations of his friends and countrymen to serve them in several 
public stations." In John Woolman's Journal, in the narrative of an inter- 
esting and somewhat dangerous visit to the Indians at Wyalusing, in 1763, 
he speaks of stopping on his way, both going and returning, at Samuel 
Foulke's at Richland. 

3 James Hamilton. 

4 The Governor's Message will be found in Col. Rec. vol. viii. p. 775 ; the 
minutes of the Treaty, ibid. 721. 
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22d. — This & ye foregoing Day were Spent in reading the 
Afores'd Treaty and in consideration of ye mode of settling 
the publick Acct's, which the Committee represented to ye 
house to be greatly increased, & become much more intri- 
cate now than in times past, by reason of the great Variety 
of Our widely Extended publick Affairs, & especially the 
many Emissions & re-emissions of our paper Currency of late 
by which the settling ye Acc'ts of the Loan Office is render'd 
Extreamaly Difficult, and Appear'd almost insurmountable in 
the mode hitherto practised — on which nothing was resulted. 

2M. — Nothing remarkable happen 'd but the receiving two 
Letters ; One from B. Eranklin, Esquire, 1 giving an acc't of 
his making preparations for Embarking to return home, 
which Intelligence was received with pleasure ; the Other 
from Sergent, Aufrere & Company in London, relative to the 
discharge of their trust as Commissioners on behalf of this 
province to receive & dispose of our share of the sum granted 
by parliament for the relief of the American Colonies. 

2ith. — This day ye Committee heretofore appointed to 
attend the Indian Treaties 2 brought in a report in writing, 
giving a pretty full acc't of ye manner in which the Affairs 
were transacted at Easton, wherein they past some severe, 

1 Franklin was then in England, where he had gone as agent of the 
Colony in 1757. 

2 This Committee was appointed March 24, 1762, to attend a Treaty 
which was to be held at Lancaster, and some of the members of it appear to 
have attended at Easton. We are not aware that the minutes of the Con- 
ference at Easton are printed in any volume of Pennsylvania Documents. 
"Where they should appear in Proceedings of the Governor's Council an 
omission of fifty pages occurs. As the conference was called by Sir Wm. 
Johnson it is possible that it was not considered a Pennsylvania measure, 
but the business transacted was certainly of great importance to the Pro- 
vince, and an account of it should form a part of its records. It was there 
that the disputes between Teedyuscung and the Proprietaries of Penna. 
were adjusted. It does not, however, appear, from the remarks of our Jour- 
nalist or from some MSS. in the " Penn Papers" in possession of the Hist. 
Soc, that the business was as satisfactory to the Anti-Proprietary party. 
The Committee which attended, according to the copy of a letter in the 
" Penn Papers," consisted of Jno. Hughes, Jos. Galloway, Edw. Penington, 
John Martin, Jos. Fox, Samuel Ehoads, Giles Knight, and Isa. Pearson. 
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tho' perhaps just Censures on ye Conduct of Sir Wil'm John- 
Bon, Which Oecasion'd most violent altercations between 
Judge Allen and some of the Members of that Committee, 

Si ' 

ye Judge bellow'd forth such a torrent of Obstreperous 
Jargon as might have been heard in a still morning to ye 
Jersey shore, in vindication of Sir William's conduct, in 
which Combat he was Extreamly Chafed, and his Lungs so 
Exhausted that he left ye house and appeared no more this 
year. 1 

2hth. — The Committee of Accounts reported how far they 
had been able to Settle them, and the Committee of incidental 
Charges produced their Settlement, then a motion was made 
for granting to the Governor ye sum of 400 pounds for his 
Services, ye Current year he having received £600 at ye Close 
of last winter session, which after some time spent thereon 
the matter was decided by vote, & past in the negative by a 
great majority. The House then proceeded to finish the 
usual business at the Close of the Session & then 'rose, to Sit 
no more this Year. 

Here I may remark as a memento to my self for time to 
Come, that at this time & for two or three weeks past an 
Infectious Distemper, said to be brought in by a Vessel with 
Slaves from Africa, 2 attended with an uncommon Mortallity, 
Spread & prevail'd in this City, & Especially in ye Lower 
parts of the Town, by which many Hundreds of the Inhabi- 
tants were carry'd off in a Short Time, the Doctors are at a 
loss what name to Give it ; on some it had all ye Simptoms 
of ye Yellow Feaver, on some the Spotted, and on Others the 
putrid Fever ; it was, however, a very Violent Distemper, it 
commonly seized & Carried off people of the most hale and 
Hearty constitutions in 4 or 5 days, & some in less time. 
Yet, thro' the Merciful goodness & kindness of Divine provi- 
dence, I was preserved in a Good state of health, 'tho' I had 
Occasion to walk thro' ye Town four times a Day most of ye 

1 William Allen, then Chief Justice of the Province and a member of the 
Assembly from Cumberland Co. For biographical sketch, see Pa. Mag., 
vol. i. p. 202. 

8 Dr. Redman's notes, quoted in Carey's Fever of '93, states that the dis- 
ease was introduced by a mariner who arrived sick from Havana. 
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time of my attendance there, which was near two weeks ; 
which precious & distinguishing favour I desire may Ever be 
Gratfully & profitably remembered by me. 

October lith, 1762. — The House Met pursuant to Charter, & 
Sat 3 days to do the usual Business done at ye first Meeting 
of Assembly, & then adjournal to ye 10th of January. 

January 10th, 1763. — The house met according to adjourn- 
ment, but ye Indisposition of my family prevented my attend- 
ing 'till ye 31st Inst., when I had ye Satisfaction to Meet with 
Benjamin Franklin, Esqr., for ye first time Since his arrival 
from England. A Gentleman, wbose Patriotic Zeal & assidu- 
ous Exertion of his Superior talents in the service of his 
Country, had render'd him Equally famous & universally 
beloved and Esteem'd. 

February 1st, 1763. — A Bill was brought in for Authorising 
the provincial Commissioners to make a proper Compensation 
to ye Masters of such apprentices who had Inlisted into ye 
King's Service in the Course of ye late Warr. 1 In the Con- 
sideration of this Afiair a very Close & tedious Debate arose, 
by reason of the Obstinate & interested bias of Some of the 
Members, of whom, Saml. Roads and Geo. Ashbridge were ye 
Most unreasonable, who seem'd determined to Shut out Con- 
viction & pay no regard to reason, untill at last Benj. Frank- 
lin Engaged (who by ye way is never forward to E[n]gage), 
and man[a]geed the dispute so wisely, with so much Clear- 
ness & strength of reasoning as left them not a word more to 
say in Opposition. 

2d. — A Petition of my neighbour, Edward Thomas, of 
Richland, was presented to ye House, setting forth the loss 
he had sustained by fire, his dwelling house & all his goods 
being burnt, with a Considerable Sum of money, a part of 
which being paper Currency he pray'd might be refunded to 
him out of the provincial Sinking fund, which Occasion 'd 2 . 



1 Commissioners were appointed to inquire into the loss of the Masters of 
such apprentices as had enlisted, and to make such an allowance as might 
be just, not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

2 The first fragment of the Journal ends with the above entry. On the 15th 
of Feb. the House appointed a committee to examine the evidence brought 
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On the 19th of December, 1763, In pursuance of writts 
Issued by Our New Governor, John Penn, Esqr., Grand-son 
of y't famous Legislator, William Penn, Esqr., the first Pro- 
priator of this province, the house of representatives were 
Convened, and on the 20th the Governor was pleased to meet 
the House in the Councill Chamber where he rec'd them with 
Great politeness & Marks of Affectionate respect, which he 
Expressed in a well Composed Speech for that purpose pre- 
pared, in which he inform 'd ye House of the requisition made 
on this Government by Sir Jeff. Amherst for 1000 Men, Ex- 
clusive of Commissiond Officers, to be Employ'd in Conjunc- 
tion with those of ye neiboring provinces, the Next Summer, 
to Subdue the Savages who Infest Our Frontiers. 1 

The House went immediately into Consideration of s'd re- 
quisition, which was deliberately debated, three Days Succes- 
sively. The principal speakers for ye Measure were B. 
Franklin, John Hughs, Jos. Galloway, & J. Dickenson ; the 
Chief of those against it were G. Ashbridge & W. Smith. 2 

December 2M. — In ye Evening, after a great Deal had been 
said with Great Ingenuity & judgment, more particularly by 
Benjamin Franklin & Jno. Dickenson, the House Agreed to 

by Edward Thomas of his loss, and upon its report directed that thirty-three 
pounds should be paid him by the Trustees of the General Loan-Office. 

1 The speech of the Governor and the letter of Sir Jeffery Amherst will 
be found in Votes of Assembly, vol. v. pp. 286, 287. 

2 Of Franklin, Galloway, and Dickinson it is unnecessary to say aught. 
Hughes was subsequently appointed Stamp-master, and incurred the dis- 
pleasure of his fellow-citizens, by the disposition he showed to accept the 
office. The correspondence between him and the committee of citizens who 
compelled him to decline the appointment will be found in Hazard's Register 
of Pa., vol. ii. p. 243. Franklin was said to have been instrumental in having 
him appointed, and although he was in England a threat was made to mob 
his house. Mrs. Franklin's letter describing these times will be found in 
Letters to Benjamin Franklin from his Family and Friends, 1751-1790, 
N. Y., 1859, pp. 16, 17. In 1769 he succeeded James Nevin as Collector of 
Customs at Portsmouth, N. H., but returned to Philadelphia County in 1772. 
At the time our journalist wrote he represented Philadelphia County in 
the Assembly. William Smith was from Bucks Co., and George Ashbridgu 
from Chester Co. 

Vol. v. — 5 
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make a division, when ye Measure was Carry'd in ye Affirma- 
tive by a Great Majority. 1 

25//t. — The House waited on ye Governor with Congratu- 
latory Address on his Safe Arival & Accession to this Govern- 
ment, in which they tell him Clever things, and ye Governor 
having had a Copy of ye Address, had prepared an Answer 
Agreeable which he read & then delivered to ye Speaker, 
who in return delivered to his Honour a Certificate for Six 
Hundred pounds which he gratefully rec'd — then ye House 
Adjourn'd to the 2d of January. 2 

January 2d. — The House met, & on ye 3d received a Mes- 
sage from ye Governor 3 relating to an Enormous riot or rather 
an Insurrection of a Lawless Banditti in ye County of Lan- 
caster, who on ye 14th ult. inhumanly fell upon the poor 
Innocent Indians, who had for a long time past lived peace- 
ably on the Connestogo Mannor, Six of Whom they butchered 
on ye Spot, two made their Escape, the rest happen'd then to 
be out among the Adjacent inhabitants, Selling baskets, &c, 
& by that means Escaped ye Slaughter, for that time; & were, 
by order of ye magistrate, put into ye Work house of ye 
Burrough of Lancaster for their better Security against the 
fury of ye Murtherers in Case any further Attempt Shou'd be 
made on them. 4 But, behold! on ye 27th, about noon of the 
Same mo., a number of about 50 men in Arms, Supposed to 
be the Same Audacious Club of Villains, all well mounted, 
Enter'd the town, broke Open the prison Door, & in Cool blood 
inhumanly butcher'd all ye Indians, being 14 men, women, & 
Children ! to the Eternal Shame & reproach of ye Magistrates 
of that Town, who tamely Suffer'd the Cruel Massacre when 
they might Easily have prevented it by Calling on ye Com- 
mander of the regular troops then under Arms within Call ; 
having had Several days warning of ye intended Insurrection. 

The Governor Also Inform'd the House he had received 

1 According to the Votes of Assembly this vote was made on the 22d. 
8 The Votes of Assembly state that this took place on the 24th. 
3 See Votes of Assembly, vol. v. p. 292. 

* These facts were communicated to the House in a message, dated Dec. 
21, 1763. It is what follows that was referred to in the message of Jan. 3d. 
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intelligence intimating that ye S'd Lawless Gang were in- 
creasing their numbers & Strength in Order to Come down to 
destroy all the Indians which ye Government had taken 
under protection & placed on the province Island, & desired 
ye Assistance of ye House, as he Apprehended there was at 
present no fund he could Command Sufficient to Enable him 
to take proper Measures for defending the lives of ye s'd 
Indians & for Subduing ye riotters. 

The House immediately pass'd a Vote of Credit 1 to repay 
any Expense which might accrue upon or in respect of ye 
premises ; but So great was the prejudice which possessed ye 
Minds of a great many of ye Frontier inhabitants against the 
S'd Indians & ye maintaining them at ye publick Expence, 
& the disaffection appearing to Spread like a Contagion into 
the Interior parts of ye province & Even ye City it self, That 
ye Government became in some measure intimidated by 
the reported threats of ye back inhabitants, and thinking it 
Safer to remove ye Indians Entirely out of ye province, did 
on ye 7 Inst., with more precipitation than prudence, Hurry 
'em away for New York, but it Unluckily happened that 
when they had proceeded on their Journey as far as Eliza- 
beth Town the Government of New York wou'd not Suffer 
them to tread on their Ground, which obliged the poor 
Indians to take ye pains to measure ye same road back to 
this City, & were placed in ye Barracks under a proper Guard. 

In ye Mean time the house — Apprehensive of ye prenicious 
Consequences which wou'd accrue to the Community from 
such daring acts of inhumanity & Contempt of All Laws, 
Divine, Moral, Civil, & Millitary, as the bloody Massacre at 
Lancastor, if the Miscreant perpetrators were not brou't to 
Condign punishment — prepared a bill 2 for passing a Law to 
Apprehend them & bring them to trial before ye Judges of 
Oyer & Term'r in Philada., which Occasion'd such a Clamour 
in ye House & out-a-doors that the house thought proper to 
let it lye after ye first reading untill ye present unhappy 

1 See Votes of Assembly, vol. v. p. 293. 

8 It was framed by B. Franklin, Joseph Pox, and John Morton. 
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Commotion & ferment should have time to subside and then 
proceeded to Consider of ways & means to raise Fifty Thou- 
sand pounds for ye Service of the Current year. In this affair 
the House was much at a Loss how to proceed, being very 
desireous to avoy'd disputes & Altercations with the Governor 
Just on his Arrival Among us, and not knowing how far he 
might be restrain'd by proprietary Instructions with regard 
to Money Bills, the House resolved to request the Governor 
that he would be pleased to lay before them such Instructns 
as he should think himself Obliged to observe relative to ye 
premes, 1 which he was pleased readily to Comply with, & 
sent down by ye Secret'ry all ye Instructions he had upon 
that head ; in which the House had ye Mortification to find 
him under greater restraints than any of his predecessors had 
been, in regard to paper Currency & Taxing ye prop'ies Lands. 
They saw it would be in vain to offer him a Bill for raising 
money in the mode heretofore used in this Government, 
therefore, went into Consideration of new ways and Means 
for raising Money, which held ye House Chiefly Employed for 
about four weeks, upon which Arose Very Serious & Arduous 
debates, in which B. Franklin & John Dickenson Greatly 
distinguished themselves ; ye first as a politician, the other 
as an Orator. The points Debated were whether we shou'd 
make Exceptions in Our Money bill in favour of ye proprie- 
taries, with a respect to their Quitrents, &c, Or Emit a new 
Species of bills of Credit, not to be Enforced as Legal Tender 
to any Man, but to give them Credit, were to bear an Interest 
to ye possessor, & by y't means avoy'd any disputes with ye 
proprietaries ; the above-Named Gentlemen were for ye latter. 
The Chief Speakers on ye other side were Jos. Galloway, Jos. 
Fox, G. Ashbridge, & tho' ye first Named had to my appre- 
[hen] sion much ye advantage of ye latter in reason & argu- 
ment, yet to my great surprise, when ye Question was put, it 
was Carried in favour of ye propriet's ; such was ye unacount- 

1 This request was made on the 11th inst., and complied with the follow. 
ing day. The instructions will be found in vol. v. of Votes of Assembly, 
p. 297. 
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able Attatchment of a majority of ye Members to ye usual 
mode of raising money, and their 111 Judged fear of going out 
of tbe beaten track to try a new Method of making money, 
which probably wou'd have Exempted them & their Con- 
stituents from ye necessity of wearing that Servile piece of 
furniture Call'd a Neck- Yoke, & of putting their necks under 
the Tyrant's foot, while his Mutes rivett on ye Yoke which 
it seems we are now to wear untill it shall please Our Gracious 
Soveraign to interpose & take the Government out of ye 
Hands of tbe Proprietaries into his own, which I believe ia 
the wish of every one who retains a Just sense of Freedom. 
February 3d, 1764. — This Day ye Governor, by Message, 1 
acquainted ye House that he had received Certain Intelligence 
that great Numbers of riotous people of the Frontier Counties 
were Collecting, Daily increasing, & Coming down in parties 
by different routs towards this City, in Order Joyntly to fall 
upon & murder all the Indians, being about 120 in number 
now lodged in ye Barracks under ye protection of ye Gov- 
ernm't, and requested tbe House would Immediately provide 
ye Necessary means to strengthen his hands Effectually, to 
give the protection he had promised to ye Sd Indians & to 
Suppress the Insurrection, there being no Law now in force 
adaquate to ye present Extraordinary Occasion. 2 The House 
immediately prepared a Bill for Extending an Act of parlim't, 
pass't in ye late reign for Suppressing riots, &c, which readily 
pass'd the House & was Sent up to ye Governor the Same Day, 
who in ye Evening Came down to the House & Enacted ye 
Same into a Law, which was ye next Day publish 'd & pro- 
claim'd at the State House to a Concourse of about 3000 
people ; where ye Governor & Counc'l, the Assembly & City 
Magistrates attended ye Solemnity, (here an Association was 
form'd for ye Defence of ye Indians & ye City, in which Many 
Hund's of ye inhabitants chearfully E[n]gaged & made ye 
necessary preperations for Opposing ye rioters.) 

1 See Votes of Assembly, vol. v. p. 310. 

2 The Governor asked that a bill be passed extending for a time to the 
Province the Riot Act of the First of George I. 
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6th. — The Governor sent Out Several Clergimen 1 to meet the 
Insurgents or Lawless banditi afores'd, who met about 200 
of 'em at Germautown, and acquainted them with ye prepa- 
rations the Governm't was making for their reception & 
punishm't, upon hereing of which they thought fit to Halt, 
and proposed to Extenuate ye Enormity of their Crime by 
laying before ye Legislature Certain Grievances for which 
they demanded redress. 2 

1th. — The Governor sent out Several of his Council, accom- 
panied by 4 members of Assembly, 3 to Advise them to dis- 
perse immediately, & avoy'd the penalties which wou'd be 
ye necessary Consequences of their Continuing unlawfully 
Assembled. They frankly Confess'd they had set out, with 
full purpose to kill Every Indian in ye Barracks, having 
been invited & Encouraged by many Considerable persons in 
Philada., & that they Shou'd meet with no Opposition in 
ye Execution of their Design, but now being inform'd the 
Indians were under ye protection of ye Kings troops they 
profess'd So much Loyalty to his Majesty that they wou'd 
not lift a hand against them — a very poor thin Guise this, 
to Cover the disloyal principles of ye faction, which Appears 
to be a presbiterian one — that Society thro' out the province 
being tainted with ye same bloody principles with respect to 
ye Indians & of disaffection to ye Government. 

They agreed to Disperse, & ye most part to return Directly 

1 A letter in Hazard's Eegister, vol. xii. p. 11, says : " G. T. [Gilbert 
Tennent] with two or three more pious divines of the same order;" but from 
Muhlenberg's Journal it appears that Parson Brycelins, of the Lutheran 
congregation, who was then in Phila., went to warn the Lutherans of Ger- 
mantown not to take part with the Rioters, and that he met with English 
Clergymen of the High Church, and one Presbyterian Professor of the 
Academy, " who had been requested by the Governor to visit the rioters." 

2 The Eev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg's account of the march of the 
Paxton Boys will be found in the Collections of the Historical Society, vol. 
i. p. 73, Phila., 1853. An interesting letter on the same subject is in Bar- 
ton's Rittenhouse, p. 147. 

* Franklin, in a letter to Lord Kames, June 2, 1765, writes : " I went at 
the request of the governor and council, with three others." The others 
were Galloway, Chew, and Willing ; the latter was Mayor of the city. See 
Shippen Papers, 204 
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home, leaving two of their Chiefs to draw up & lay before 
ye Governm't their pretended Grievances, requesting also 
liberty for some of their Shabby Gang to Come thro' ye City, 
about their lawful Occasions, in their way home, which was 
granted them ; but comming next day in Greater numbers 
than was Expected were seen on ye Road by some weak 
person, who (frighten'd out of his wits at so formidable an 
appearance) rode with ye utmost speed to town, told ye first 
company he met with that four Hundred of the rebels were 
Comming all arm'd within 2 miles of ye City ; the alarm was 
Quickly spread thro' the city, & ye people immediately call'd 
to arms, who in about J an hour muster'd above 1000 men 
pretty well arm'd ready to give ye Rapparees a warm recep- 
tion, whose number it appears did not Exceed 30 men. The 
Governor sent the Secretary 1 with Col. Armstrong 2 to meet 
them, who conducted them by a back way into Town to shun 
ye fury of ye disturbed populace. In consequence of these 
Intestine disturbances the Governor by Message on ye 9th 
instant moved ye House to prepare a Bill for Forming & 
regulating a Millitia whereby the civil power might in future 
be properly supported & the Laws put in Execution, which 
the House took into consideration & soon Agreed that a Bill 
for ye purpose should be brought in, which in a few Days 
was doue, but was two days debated, before it cou'd pass ye 
House. The Speakers for the Bill were Franklin, Hughs 
Galloway, & Ross, those against it were Smith, As[h]bridge, 
Pearson; the Bill pass'd ye House on ye 28th & was sent up 
to ye Governor. But to go back in point of time, about Ten 
days before ye above date, 3 the Governor sent down to the 
House Certain papers he had received from leaders of ye 
Rioters, 4 one of which was a kind of manifesto or declaration 
drawn up by them before they dispersed, & directed to ye 
Governm't, Couched in ye most audacious, daring, Insulting 
Language that can be imagined, the other called a remon- 

1 Joseph Shippen, Jr. 

2 Possibly Col. John Armstrong, of Carlisle, to whom Gov. Penn wrote in 
Dec. asking him to endeavor to apprehend the murderers of the Indians. 

3 It was on Feb. 17. 4 Mathew Smith and James Gibson. 
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strance, 1 directed to ye Governor & Assembly, drawn up by 
their two delegates who had permission to stay in Town for 
that purpose, setting forth their pretended grievances, which, 
tho' Express'd with somewhat less Insolence & Scurrillity than 
ye former, Yet contain'd most scandalous invectives and false 
accusations against ye Government in General & some leading 
persons in particular as well as our whole religious Society 
call'd Quakers. As these papers were sent down from ye 
Governor the House could not avoy'd taking some notice of 
them, tho' against their Inclination, that such unexampled 
stuff shou'd be enter'd on their minutes, and after some time 
spent thereon the House agreed to Condescend so far to ye 
Eioters as to Order the Clerk to acquaint their s'd delegates 
who were waiting for an Answer, that after the King's busi- 
ness, now before us, shou'd be accomplish'd the House wou'd 
take into consideration such parts of their s'd remonstrance 
as related to this branch of ye Legislature — with which they 
then appeared to be satisfied, but were observed on going out 
of Town to shew some marks of Disgust, probably occasion'd 
by Conversation with some State Incendiaries in the city, 
who not willing to miss any Opportunity of fomenting, in- 
testine troubles, Endeavor'd to rekindle ye flames of rebellion 
against ye Governm't in those giddy-headed mis-guided peo- 
ple, who in a few days after had insolence enough to threaten 
the Legislature with returning, with redoubled forces to pro- 
cure for themselves satisfaction & redress of their pretended 
grievances, of which threats ye house took no Notice, but 
went on with their business ; Sent up to ye Governor a Bill 
for raising ye supplies required by the general and ye Millitia 
Bill, both of which he return'd after about 3 weeks conside- 
ration with enormous amendments from which he could by 
no means be prevailed upon to recede one Iota. By ye first 
the very best of ye Propri'rs located unimproved lands & 
Lots Shall be Taxed no higher than ye worst of such lands 
belonging to the people, and by ye latter the proprietaries by 

1 The Remonstrance was entered on the Journal of the Assembly on 
the 15th. 
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their Deputy must Lave ye nominating and appointing all ye 
officers of the Millitia and a Court Martial consisting of a 
Certain number of these officers to have the power & authority 
to inflict what punishment they please & even Death itself 
on any of the Free Men of ye province who by their conduct 
relative to ye s'd Law shou'd be unfortunate enough to incur 
their displeasure, &c. 

These most glaring discoveries of a Tyrannical disposition 
in the proprietaries to enslave the good people of this flourish- 
ing & Oppulent Country kindled in their representatives a 
Just resentment of ye Daring Insult Ofl'er'd to 'em, & roused 
up a patriot spirit in ye House which breathed forth the 
Genuine principles of Freedom, detesting and despising that 
Monster of arbitirary power swell'd to an enormous size by 
ye possession of immense wealth, & perpetually stimulated to 
acts of Oppression by the most Sordid avarice and an insati- 
able desire of increasing the Heap even at the Expense of ye 
lives & fortunes of those whom, by ye Laws of God & Nature, 
they (ye prop'rs) are bound to cherish & protect, instead of 
which they go on with unrelenting Cruelty preying upon the 
vitals of that excellent & salutary constitution of Government 
establish'd by their Father, Our first worthy Proprietor. 
These sentiments the house, with becoming Freedom & bold- 
ness, expressed in their Messages to ye Governor on ye Occa- 
sion hoping thereby to inculcate in his breast & his prime 
minister, B. Chew, a sense of Shame, if not of Honour, but 
it seems they are proof against everything of ye kind. 



